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Rosenberg’s husband 1s indicted 


Hefner charged with sexual assault, 
lewdness; not-guilty plea planned 


By Yvonne Abraham 
GLOBE STAFF 

A grand jury Thursday indicted 
Bryon Hefner, the husband of Sen- 
ator Stanley C. Rosenberg, on mul- 
tiple charges of sexual assault, 
criminal lewdness, and distribut- 
ing nude photographs without con- 
sent. 

The indictments, issued by a 
statewide grand jury, follow a joint 


investigation by the attorney gen- 
eral and the Suffolk district attor- 
ney into allegations by several 
men, first reported by the Globe, 
that Hefner assaulted and harassed 
them during the past few years, 
when Rosenberg was Senate presi- 
dent. 

The alleged victims told the 
Globe that Hefner boasted of his 
influence on Beacon Hill and that 


reaches beyond base 


By Astead W. Herndon 


GLOBE STAFF 


WASHINGTON — The National Rifle 
Association billed the video as “The Gun 
Conversation You Need To See,” a low- 
key intro that belied the inflammatory, 
racially laden messages the lobbying 
powerhouse is deploying in the wake of 


the latest school shooting spree. 


The NRA’s video featured Killer 
Mike, an outspoken African-American 
activist and rapper who gained fame as 
a political surrogate for Bernie Sanders 
on the 2016 presidential circuit, speak- 
ing with Colion Noir, the NRA’s most 


prominent black spokesman. 


They agreed on one thing: Gun-con- 
trol activists — embodied most recently 
by students marching on Washington — 


are ignoring black Americans. 


Other content on the NRA’s video 
website accuses one outspoken Park- 
land, Fla., student of displaying his 


“white privilege.” 


Black people “can’t continue to be a 
lackey,” Killer Mike said in the video, us- 
ing words he later said he regretted. 

Antigun activists, the rapper said, 
are “going to progress us into slavery.” 
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Can the kids 


give us a 


Hollywood 


ending? 


here is Frank Capra 
now that we really 


need him? 


If the director of 


they were reluctant to report his 
assaults for fear of alienating his 
powerful husband and harming 
their careers. Two of those men say 
they are among the four victims cit- 
ed in Thursday’s indictment. 

The indictments are a dramatic 
turn in a months-long controversy 
that led Rosenberg to step aside 
from the presidency late last year. 

Hefner, 30, was indicted on five 
counts of indecent assault and bat- 
tery. The indictments allege one 
victim was assaulted on three occa- 
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Bryon Hefner is 
to appear in court 
on April 24. 


The charges 


m One victim was as- 
saulted on three occa- 
sions in 2015 and 
2016. 

m Another victim was 
assaulted in 2014. 

m A third victim was as- 
saulted in 2016. 

m Hefner allegedly ob- 
tained nude photo- 
graphs of another vic- 
tim and sent or showed 
the pictures to four 
other people. 


By Brian MacQuarrie 


GLOBE STAFF 


DENNIS — Families and friends have lolled 
away long summer days on a secluded off-road 
beach in East Dennis for generations, driving 
across the broad tidal flats to bask at the wa- 


Brewster who cherishes motoring across the 
flats with his children and paddleboards. “My 
kids call it Adventure Beach.” 

That adventure, which a member of the 
town’s Conservation Commission called the 
“pursuit of happiness,” might be coming to an 
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Oyster farmers parked on the Crowes Pasture flats, believed to be one of the last exposed tidal flats open to off-road traffic in the state. 


BEACH ACCESS STIRS SANDSTORM 


State plan to ban vehicles on popular flats catches Dennis by surprise 


cles from the firm, smooth sand that stretches 
for more than a quarter-mile into Cape Cod 
Bay, believed to be one of the last exposed tidal 
flats open to off-road traffic in Massachusetts. 
Beach access is near and dear to Cape resi- 
dents, and the surprising announcement that 


“Mr. Smith Goes to Washington,” 
“Its a Wonderful Life,” “Meet 
John Doe,” and other high-water 
marks of that hopeful Holly- 
wood sub-genre called Capra- 
corn were around today, you 
know he’d already be working 
on a script set in and around the 
aftermath of the shootings in 
Parkland, Fla. And we'd all be 
waiting to see how it ended. 
Last year around this time, I 
wrote a column pining for a new 
Mr. Smith to go to Washington 
and remind us what simple, 
honest decency looks like. I nev- 
er expected Mr. Smith to be Ms. 


ter’s edge. 


“Tt’s the highlight of everybody’s summer,” 
said Justin Labdon, a resident of neighboring 


end. 


Citing concerns over erosion and pollution, 
state regulators want to ban recreational vehi- 


driving on the Crowes Pasture flats might be 
banned has drawn an outcry. 
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Maybe the most recent State Police scandal is 
so galling because we all feel like witnesses. 
The latest indignity involves large, unreport- 


State Police won’t just move us along 


from the airport — congrats on finding true love, 
by the way — then you know how it works: You 
roll into the Terminal C pickup area and find 
two rows of cars idling directly in front of the 
“No Standing” signs. 

And there’s a state trooper, hands on his 
hips, looking like a man in a grass seed commer- 


Gonzalez. 
Emma Gonzalez, 18, is the 


most prominent of the survivors 
of the Feb. 14 massacre at Mar- 


jory Stoneman Douglas High 


School. Like her schoolmate-sur- 
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A State Police officer monitored the crowd at 
Logan Airport’s Terminal A. 


ed paychecks for troopers from Troop F — those 
responsible for policing, among other sites, Lo- 
gan International Airport. Which, unless youre 
a serial speeder or a murder suspect, is probably 
the only place you regularly interact with the 


Staties. 


If you love anyone enough to go get them 


cial gazing upon his reinvigorated lawn. Some- 
times the troopers appear to be sitting in their 
cars. Only when you dare to linger a little does 
the trooper leap into action, demonstratively 
waving you along, telling you to keep it moving. 
Obviously, Troop F’s duties extend far beyond 
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In the news 


A city commission postponed 
a vote on the controversial 
question of whether to rename 
Yawkey Way after a spirited, 
two-hour hearing. B1. 


North Korea’s leader, Kim Jong 
Un, and President Moon Jae-in 
of South Korea will meet for 

the first time on April 27, offi- 
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cials said. A3. 


Attorney General Maura Healey 
called on Governor Charlie 
Baker to take more leadership 
in addressing transparency 
concerns raised after revela- 
tions that payroll records for a 
State Police division were not 
disclosed for years. B1. 


Gloria Larson 
is stepping 
down as 
president of 
Bentley Uni- 
versity in 
June, and the 
i college will 
rename a signature program in 
her honor: the Gloria Cordes 
Larson Center for Women and 
Business. B9. 


A standing-room-only crowd 
packed into a church to cele- 


Break and the clouds 


Friday: Cloudy, rainy. 
High: 58-63. Low: 36-41. 
Saturday: Warm, sunny. 
High: 53-58. Low: 41-46. 


High tide: 11:10 a.m. 11:37 p.m. 
Sunrise: 6:30 Sunset: 7:07 
Complete report, C9 


brate the life of a 22-year-old 
black man who was shot to 
death by Sacramento police, 
prompting angry protests and a 
resolve to force changes in po- 
lice departments around the 
country. A2. 
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SOX CAN'T CLOSE OUT OPENER 


Red Sox 
reliever 
Carson 
Smith 
walked 
back to the 
mound 
after giving 
up a bases- 
loaded 
triple to 
the Rays’ 
Denard 
Span. The 
Sox lost 
6-4 after 
taking a 
4-0 lead 
into the 
8th inning. 
C1, C4-C6. 


